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This summer, thousands of Presbyterians will gather from across the country to 
celebrate the mission and ministry of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).          
Registration for the Big Tent Conference opened February 28 and already dozens 
have begun to respond. 
 

The Big Tent (June 30-July 2) combines nine national church conferences under 
one roof, bringing together events such as: 

· Clergywomen’s Leadership Institute/Young Women’s Leadership  
     Development 
· Evangelism and Church Growth Conference 
· Healthy Ministry Conference 
· National Elders Conference 
· National Multicultural Church Conference 
· Peacemaking Conference 
· Presbyterian Communicators Network National Conference 
· Racial Ethnic and Immigrants Convocation, and  
· World Mission Matters 

 

Children and youth are vital participants of Big Tent too! There will be children 
and youth programs, and older youth will have the option to participate in a   
Pathways event that will run in tandem with the Big Tent. 
 

The Big Tent conference is scheduled to take place in Indianapolis, Indiana. It is 
our hope that these plans can be maintained, due to the excellent accommodations 
and arrangements provided by the Convention & Visitors Association, the hospi-
tality community, and local Presbyterians. However, immigration legislation un-
der consideration in Indiana’s state government, may cause the event to be moved. 
In 2010, the General Assembly instructed its agencies to “refrain from holding na-
tional meetings at hotels in those states where travel by immigrant Presbyterians 
or Presbyterians of color or Hispanic ancestry might subject them to harassment 
due to legislation similar to Arizona Law SB 1070/HB2162.” We are hopeful that 
Indiana legislators will reject this legislation quickly, so that our plans can con-
tinue, but this is uncertain. Big Tent meeting planners will make a final decision 
regarding location by May 2, 2011. Until this time, participants are encouraged to 
register for the conference, but to delay making travel arrangements until the 
meeting location has been finally determined. Cont’d pg 3 �����������	
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March 5th Presbytery  
Assembly Highlights  

Many thanks to the Windham, NH, church for hosting the Presbytery Assembly and for all the 
hard work of many people that went into making the meeting productive and enjoyable!   

Tasty 
choices 
from a well-
stocked    
buffet table 
reminded us 
of a super 
potluck    supper, and the chance to 
meet new friends around the   tables 
added to the dining experience.   

 

Among the 15 Proposed Amendments to the Consti-
tution, 10-A, "Gifts and Requirements," generated 
less discussion than ex-
pected, while 10-N, limiting 
who may appeal a "not 
guilty" verdict in a discipli-
nary case, gave the assembly 
more pause.  Number 10-A 
was approved, as were the 
other 13; 10-N was rejected.  

While ballots were being counted for 10-A, the assembly rejoiced as several people shared 
good news of the Spirit's work in their midst.  One of these was how generously the          
Presbytery responded to Mia Dyson's need: many prayers and some $7300 of aid.   

 
In addition, Nashua announced that the Rev. Sally Newhall will be their first 
called pastor; she will be installed April 10, and all are invited. 

The Lunch Offering, $328.95, will help the Lazarus House in Lawrence, MA provide meals, 
clothing and other aid to those in need.   
 

 Rose Buxton -  President of the Board of Merrimack Valley Project. �  
 

The Worship Offering, $493.60, will help the Merrimack Valley Project as 
it organizes communities to provide support for laborers' rights and       
residents facing foreclosure in Lowell and Lawrence. 

 

At times throughout the meeting, Moderator Dave Stoner called on vari-
ous members to offer prayer.  This new feature helped the assembly to 
remember Whose work we are about and Whom we have to thank for 
the blessings we enjoy. 
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The Epistle is an on-line publication of the office of the Presbytery of Northern New England under 
the direction of  Norma Biron, Editor. Submissions are invited and will be included, space permitting. 
The deadline for each issue is the Monday of the third full week of the month.  Send your copy to 
PNNE, 126 Pillsbury Road, Londonderry, NH 03053 or pnne@pnne.org  ����
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Three spirit-filled days of Presbyterian celebration are planned for the Big 
Tent, including: 

· Worship, led by Mark Labberton and J. Herbert Nelson 
· Keynote speaker: Serene Jones 
· Your choice of nine partner conferences 
· An exhibit hall showcasing the newest ministry resources from the PC

(USA) 
·  Time to reconnect with Presbyterians from across the country 

 

We look forward to seeing YOU at the Big Tent! 
 

GRADYE PARSONS 
STATED CLERK OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

LINDA  VALENTINE 


