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              New Hampshire  
     Women’s Prison Ministry 
          The Rev. Beth Richeson  
          July 2009 to March 2010 
Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with 
   them, and those who are ill-treated, since you 
  yourselves are also in the body… Hebrews 13:3 
   

   Here is an example of the ministry that is supported through per capita and  
         mission pledges, and a clear example of Christ at work in our midst! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Over 12 years ago the New Hampshire Council of Churches made a    
commitment to provide for a clergy person to address the spiritual needs of 
the women who are incarcerated in the state, and the staff at the prison. In 
recent years, as the number of incarcerated women has grown, so has the 
need for spiritual programs and pastoral care. 
 

Since 2006, Pastor Beth Richeson has served as Chaplain to the inmates at 
the NH State Prison for Women in Goffstown. Pastor Beth works with women of all faiths to support 
them in their spiritual and emotional needs. She spends her time in the cells or on the tiers listening,  
counseling and praying with the women. She offers Christian worship services and small-group Bible 
study, and coordinates clergy and volunteers from different faiths and other Christian denominations. 
 

In addition to ministering to the women who are incarcerated, Pastor Beth is also chaplain to the prison 
staff. She supports them as they struggle with the difficult work they do. 
 

In 2009, the chaplain arranged an opportunity for a group of women inmates to share their experiences 
and perspectives with students enrolled in a “Women in Prison” class at St. Anselm’s College. The      
exchange was eye-opening for both inmates and students, and resulted in a broader understanding of 
criminal justice issues and the human lives that are affected.  
 

Your generosity in supporting the NH Women’s Prison Ministry is greatly needed and deeply appreciated. 
Every dollar you donate goes straight to the ministry and is tax deductible. 
In Pastor Beth’s words “What ungirds this ministry is an abiding trust that “ Little is much, when God is 
in it.” 
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        WINDHAM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 WINDHAM,NH 
Written by: Sally Stuart 

Windham Presbyterian Church is responding to the devastating earthquake in Haiti with two 
projects that address the needs for both relief and de-
velopment. 
 

Relief:  In partnership with several Haitian American 
churches in the Boston area we have been collecting 
relief supplies that will be shipped to Port au Prince. 
There they will be met by teams of Haitian Americans 
from Boston who will oversee their distribution 

through local churches.  In four weeks we 
have collected: 2 tons of beans, rice and 
tuna; �  
 
 
 
 
� Katie Dunkley working with donations 
60 large containers of medical and first aid 
supplies; 120 pairs of crutches; 80 walkers 
and wheelchairs; clothes, work gloves, dust 

masks, tents and other requested supplies. We have had support from throughout our commu-
nity including scout troops, schools, civic organizations, other churches and many individuals. 
 
Development: 
During Lent we will be encouraging our congregation to fast from one luxury item and give the 
money saved to repair one pump and well in Haiti through Living Water (water.cc). They bring 
both clean water and the Gospel to communities around the world. Our goal is to raise $3,000 
to repair one well, but I would not be surprised if we sur-

pass that goal. We will be using video clips during 
worship to remind everyone of our common goal. We 
also see this as a way to educate people about the need 
for both relief and development in Haiti. 

 
 

Members and friends of Windham Presbyterian 
loading one of 12 trucks of donated items  



 

Give to One Great Hour of Sharing!  
Epistle note for March, 2010 

Your OGHS donations enable cooperating agencies to bring emergency help to victims of 
earthquakes, floods and other natural disasters in places like Haiti and New Orleans.  But 
your gifts also empower people to meet long-term needs as well, in far away places and right 
here in our Presbytery. 
 

 Through Self-Development of People (SDOP) you helped a fishing coop in Louisiana to get 
back on its sea legs after Hurricane Katrina, for example, and Dominicans and Haitians to 
gain access to clean water in the Dominican Republic.   
 

Closer to home, some of your SDOP monies will go to The Visible Community in Lewiston, 
ME.  Its programs help refugees from several African countries learn how to pay taxes, use 
banks, buy homes, start small businesses, and generally learn how to become financially sta-
ble in our country. 

Through projects supported by 
the Hunger Program (PHP), you 
empower people to meet their 
own food needs and those of 
their community:  In Vermont for 
instance, the Chittenden Emer-
gency Food Shelf teaches unem-
ployed adults around Burlington 

how to cook well and find and 
hold a job in food service.   
It also helps rescue and use sur-
plus retail food and farm pro-
duce, distributes groceries to 
many people and runs a soup 
kitchen, serving nutritious meals 
to over 11,000.  

In the Montpelier area, Food Works at Two Rivers teaches low-income Vermonters how to 
grow, prepare and preserve their own nutritious food, and in the summer feeds many needy 
children, thus improving their health and ability to work better in school.   
 

 Food AND Medicine (FAM) in Brewer, Maine, organizes laid-off union workers, farmers, 
small business owners, and faith-based organizations to bring locally- and sustainably-
produced organic food to low-income families.  FAM also works for social justice at the sys-
temic level, organizing folks to take part in state and federal policy discussions, for example, 
and to press for legislation that deals with problems created by "free" trade policies. 
 

 Fishes and Loaves, a project of the Maine Council of Churches, is creating an educational 
program to raise people's awareness of the root causes of hunger, the struggles of fishermen, 
the fragile state of the marine environment, and solutions available to deal with these prob-
lems.  Offered in five communities along the Maine coast, the program will culminate in a 
public meal of locally harvested sea- and land-food.  Proceeds from this meal will be di-
rected to local food pantries. 
 

 You can see how important your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing are.   
Please give generously when your congregation receives this offering.  Thank you. 

Brendon Bass, for the Mission Committee  
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The Epistle is an on-line publication of the office of the Presbytery of Northern New England under the 
direction of  Norma Biron, Editor. Submissions are invited and will be included, space permitting. The 
deadline for each issue is the Monday of the third full week of the month.  Send your copy to PNNE, 
126 Pillsbury Road,  Londonderry, NH 03053-3205 or pnne@pnne.org  ��� �

 

WORSHIP/MUSIC  
POSITIONS AVAILABLE  

 
 
 

Londonderry Presbyterian Church, PCUSA, in Londonderry, NH is seeking to staff  
three part-time worship and music positions to enrich the worship arts ministry for our 
church community.  We seek individuals with vital Christian faith, commitment to the  
mission of LPC, and position-specific qualifications. 
· Worship Arts Director  (9 hours per week):  This person will oversee, secondary to the 

pastor, the many aspects of worship at Londonderry Presbyterian Church and align them 
with LPC’s theological understanding of worship.  Prior experience with choirs, musi-
cians, visual artists, and various styles of music is required. 

· Choir Director (6 hours per week from September to mid-June):  This person will provide 
for the direction of the church choir during worship and special services.  An academic 
degree(s) in music is preferred, but experience in leading church choirs will also be con-
sidered.  An audition is required before the LPC Worship Committee. 

· Church Organist (6 hours per week):  This person will provide appropriate organ or key-
board music during worship services.  An academic degree(s) in organ is preferred, but 
experience and proficiency at organ, piano, and keyboards will also be considered.  An 
audition is required before the LPC Worship Committee. 

 

The possibility exists for a position that combines these job descriptions.  Interested persons 
should send resumes to $���)�������)7
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