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- by Rick Ness CLP
Summer has arrived and so has our summer newsletter.

The big news is that | along with my daughter Katie, and about 20 others from MATE affiliate churches, will be
heading to Macfarland, South Africa. We will visit with our friends there to celebrate the 10th anniversary of our
partnership between MATE and Macfariand. We will help out with some on going projects conceming the home
gardens, the poultry project and a build a new roof for the church. A new project is to begin to benefit the many
children orphaned by the AIDS epidemic. Thank you to everyone who helped raise the money. It is truly amazing
what a small group of dedicated people (with the help of the Holy Spirit) can accomplish. | look forward to reporting
on the trip in our next newsletter.

Vacation Bible School will again be held this year in the last week of July, special thanks to Kim Austin for her
leadership as well as to all the volunteers for the great work they are doing.

When we think about the mission of the church trips to far away lands and people with great and obvious need
often come to mind. But every day ordinary people are doing ordinary things to complete God's work in ordinary
ways. | recently was listening to someone speak about some urban renewal projects in some larger cities. One
point that was raised is; what makes up a city? Is it the buildings or the people? A city large or small or any
community is made up of the people who inhabit it. So too is the church made up of the people in it. The mission is
what they are called to do in their communities as well as the world. The Bible offers many stories of how God's
work is accomplished through people from all walks of life. Many people are familiar with the story of the Good
Samaritan. The Church really is a group of people that have heard Jesus's call: “go and do likewise® Lk10:37

| hope that everyone has a safe and happy summer filled with many joys but also that each of us will take some
time to ask ourselves: What am | being asked to go and do?

Yours in Christ, Rick Ness, Commissioned Lay Pastor
< ?TE.:'?{\ o, e’.i"f;,%;: S & s
i e T et -5 h‘w—i o e Ty, LR T
et R T e e BT ﬂ"‘ W._...-._-- ’:Eﬂﬁ" : i n ..Lﬁ._.--,— o m{_-é— i T, oo
e T e i 3 S, s P S ra e FrE R U N waiia ——
= w R s Gy,
A Small Church With A Big Heart By Kelly J. Beaudoin

A journeyman was passing through town and asked a lady out in her yard hanging laundry, where was the nearest
good church. He wanted to sit for a spell and say a prayer for a friend. “Go up the road, around the bend and as
the road clears, you will see the steeple, rising high to the sky,” she said. “But, how will | know that it is a good
church,” he asked. Ah, she said. “You won't know until you go in.” So, the lad went up the road, around the bend
and as the road cleared, there was the steeple, just as the lady had mentioned, rising high to the sky. He looked at
its square corners, its double doors, and its high windows that circled round the walls. It was a modest church out
in the countryside of Maine. Stonewalls circled the perimeter and flowers grew out front along its white siding. The
doors were open as if ready to give the lad a hug. There was music coming from inside. Beautiful voices lifting up
joyful praise to the Lord. It felt welcoming and inviting. Once inside, the lad sat down next to a man with a cane.
The man had a moustache and his hat sat on his knee.

Inside the lad’'s body his heart was beating quickly as he had walked a bit faster than normal to get to the church.
The service was about half over when he had entered. But, no one seemed to have minded this last minute guest.
The pastor was just starting his sermon to the children of the church. They were all gathered round him up front in
the first pew. The lad remarked on how many children were at church and how they listened with wide eyes to what
the clergyman was saying.

“Inside every church there is a sound of a hearbeat,” he said. He asked the kids to put their hands on their heart.
He put his finger to his lips and blew a quiet shhhh. There was hushed quiet among the adults and they too put
their hands on their hearts. The pastor noticed this unexpected participation and said, “the heartbeat is strongest
when we all are together and listen to the will of God." “| hear it “ cried out a little girl sitting on the left side of the
children. “I hear it, too,” said a little boy on the right side. The pastor continued, “Sometimes in life we meet
challenges that are greater than we can face alone. Sometimes, we need to enter a church and be part of this
heartbeat that makes us stronger to face those challenges.” A little girl piped up. “Pastor, she said, | think this is
God's heartbeat.” The pastor smiled and said “Exactly, it feels good, doesn't itl" “Yes," she quietly answered with a
smile. "Now, let's bow our heads in prayer,” said the pastor.

The lad bowed his head. The feeling of prayer was refreshing. He thought of his friend and asked God to bring
comfort and love to his soul. He thought, “this must be a good church. It's a small church with one of the biggest
hearts |'ve ever felt.”



Come for the adventures
July 25th -30th

from 6-8:15PM at

Wales Youth Center!

VBS Time IS HEREI

VBS for ages
pre-K thru 6th grade.

Contact Kim Austin for
details of how you can help!!

Wales Presbyterian Church
668 Pond Road
Wales, ME 04280

375-8853
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Important Dates:

July

22nd - Senlors Game Day 1.3 in Youth Center Wales Food Pantry (Wales residents)
August

1st - Sendoff Celebration Potluck Brunch for Rick & Katie ist and 3rd Thursdays sach month

1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

29th - Church Pienle or by appointment

September

18th - PW Fall Turkey Supper/Daacon's Food Table 5.8 Contacts: .
Marilyn Greenwood 3756804
October Betty Leighton 375.6618

23rd - PW Turkey Supper - 5.6PM






